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g\ - " ABSTRACT - I
. //' R - . L

:

A " This study explores the developmental trends. in an immigrant’s
, ]

1

* ‘communication patterns in-the host society and factors that are

LA

related to the communication patterns.4 The trends in commun1cat1on

patterns are- exam1ned by comparing 1nter—ethnic commun1cat1on thh

J .

memPers of tHe host society and intra-ethnic communication w1th

members of an immigrant's own ethn1c community, 1n’terms of the

’ " number of acquaintances, casual fr1ends, 1nt1mate fr1ends, and
organizationah memberships. Individual characteristics-such_as

+ English competency, accu1turat1on motivation, 1nterpersona1 inter-
action potent1a1,.andoa few demographic varia 1es are analyzed in

LI .

relation to the communication patterns.-
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PROBLEM oY

'Ind1ans Kam(1977) has reported that th degree of an immigrant's

participation in the host communicati
influences the 1eve1 of refinement iy’perceiving the ‘host eeciety;
Many other studies of foreign students, visitors, and immigrants,

have also provided emp1r1ca1 supeﬁrt for the pos1t1ve re]at1onsh1p

between the number of Amer1can friends and pgsitive attitudes

toward the host soc1ety or perceptual change (Coelho, 1958; Morrls,'

1960;. Selltiz, Christ, Havel & Cook 1963 Ne1nstock, 1964; Nagata,
1969).2

—

" On the other hand, the role .of intra-ethnic cémmunication, ‘

_i.e., communication of 1mm1grants in theur own ethnic commun1ty,

is 99{;¢1ear. There are a few past stud1es which tend to view .

intra-ethnic commun1cat1on as promoting ethn1c 1dent1ty rathEﬁ

than p1ay1ng .an integrating fole in the host soc1ety Sh1bu€an1 ,}

and Kwan, for instance; ﬂnd1cated an adVerse effect of 1ntra—

ethnic commuhication'on acculturation.” They stated that " to
. . ) : 1
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the extent that .... a minority group participated in different
sets of comunication channels, they develop different persbectives '

and have difficu]tyfﬁn understanding each other" (1965, p.982).

" Lazerwitz (1958) found a igh cérrelation beteeen the high *Jeuish

identification" group and the number of the group s, close friends
among Jews. He also reported that those Jews fn the h?gh1y ethnic’
identified group were much more active in Jewish organizations

than those in the unidentified group. In a qualitative analysis

-of a Japanese-American community?‘Broom and Kitsuse (1955)

argued that:

A large part of the acculturation experience | .
of the members.df an ethnic group may be
circumscribed by the ethnic community. Suth
experience .....may have the long-run effect of
retarding the validation of acculturation and

‘ the eventual” assimilation of many members of

the 9roup‘(p.44). ' -
L Y

* Such a view of intra-ethnic communication seems to be an ovet1y‘
simp11fied one since it is based on'Ph assumption thet en immigrant's
inv61veﬁent in the ethnic cpmmunity“is in direct conflict with the
1nvo1Vement in the host society. This assumption, however; ha§ not

been validated empirice11y; few studies have examined‘the relationship

- ] -4 R <
“between intra-ethnic communication and inter-ethnic communication

' by comparing the same 1mmigrants 1nvolvement with both groups.

~

Father, 1n previous studies communication’ wai exam1ned only in terms

¢f tfé~ouera1] voluile of interpersona] relationships without

-
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discriminating different levels of intimacy. . An immigrant's
"1ny01vement with members of the.host society:may be affected by
“the intra-ethnic dnvo}vement-(or rice'versa)_on one level of 1nterpereon£1
re]ationship, but not on another level, For instance, the number\of
a Korean ;mmigrant's intimate friends among Koreans may be reduced as
. more.American§ become closed friends. On the other hand, the‘person
may be equa]iy active in his or her involvement with both Koreans and
Americans on more casual levels of friendship. ' ' |
Another factor that needé to be cohsidered in studying intra-ethnic
communication patterns of foreign 1nmtgrants is the change in Amerlcan
society in recent years toward a greater empha51s on preserv1ng the
ethnigity of minorities - The ear11er “me]ting pot" theory has been
cha]]enged by such later views as “ethn1c1ty for a]]," "stabilized
accu]turat1on,"§§r "structura] p]ura11sm" (See Marden & Meyer, 1968).
A]though sl1ght1y different from‘each other in- emphasis these new views

share a common preference for a]]owing an ethnic group to remain as:

-
7 -

ool large ;ubsociety; crisscrossed by social c]as§, "
and continu1ng 1n its .own primary groups of fami]les,
c11ques and associat1on--its Own network of organ1zat1ons

. . and 1nst1tutions--1n other words ‘as a high]y structured
- community with1n the boundar1es of which an 1nd1v1dua1
may, if he wishes, carry out most of'his more meaningful
1ife activities from the cradl® to the grave (Gordon, '

ST 1964, pp.236-6). . "
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.7 I o . \
. This trend {oward greater cultural-and social independence of

minorities 1s clearly ref]ected‘id current devé1opment of bi-lingual
and biscultural educational” programs in schoo1s
> How this recent soc1a1 trend has affected the ‘ethnic 1nd1v1dua1 s

1ntercu]tura1 communication with members of the host society -is

" unknown’as yet. ' Thus, the prgient'study explores (1),the "natural® _

process gf_chaggg'ig_immigrants‘ participation in“interpersonal

communication with members of the host society in relation to their.

cdmpunication with members gf.thgjz_gyh ethnic community, and

(2) some important factors that are related to the communication

'patterﬁs positively gg_negative1y.3 Interpersonal- communication
[

{s viewed here as a majqr channel through whjéh immigrants .learn
about the ways to tépe with their new social ‘and cultural environment,
It will be. exan1ned on three 1eve1s of 1nt1macy - (1) overall

volume of 1nte_ggrsonal re1at1onsh1ps, (2) vo}ume of casua1 fr1ends

with whom one cah visit each other’'s home, and (3) vo]ume of c1ose

friends with whom one can discuss personal and private matters --

and (4) organ1zat1ona1 activities, It fs believed that few will

dispute the importance of comnunication between and among members
" of different ethffic groups and the majority of the host society

in maintaining the basic order and unity within the -host society.

:
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METHQD & PROCEDURE

The inter-ethnic. aiid 1ntra-ethn1c commun1cation patterns of

foreign immigrants and the key factors that are related to 1nd1V1dua1

differences in the communication patterns were explored by ana1yz1ng

1 +

data from a survey conducted among the Korean population 1n the”

Ch1cago “aréa during July- September 1975. 400. Korean househo1ds

. were random1y selected ‘from three ava11ab1e sources -- the Korean

D1rector¥_of Ch1cag__(1974) lists of Korean church members in the

4

area, and the Chicago and Vicinity Telephone D1rectory,

The accepted practice of systemat1c “radém sampling wds employed (B1a1ock
1972, pp.514-8). Any overlapping of the sample was carefully
eliminated before the survey. ' ‘

~
Due to the widely difused residential areas of the Korean

gopu1at1on, the survey was conducted through mail- questionnaires.

Respondeﬁts with a te]ephone were called by the investigator and
were futher encouréged to cooperate. For those who were married, .

efther husband or wife was asked to respond without consulting

~with his or her spouse. Out of the 400 households, 285 completed

questionnaires were ‘returned, a response rate of 70%. Out of the
115 ngn-responses, 52 were due to change of address.'

After the questionmnaires were returned, students and trave1ers
who were staying 1n\the Un1ted States‘on1y a short period of time
weré e;c1uded in order to‘1imit the oresent study’to those Koreans

who had at least temporarily decided to immigrate to the United

States. The total number of questionnaires that were actually

-
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used in the data ana]ysisfwas 281 ’ | ; ' N
" When the distr1but1on of the number of years the reSpondents
had lived in the Un1ted States was‘gna1yzed the auerage length of
.stay of the samp]e was 4.2 years and the popu1at1on s1ze has been
1ncreas1ng considerably during the last seven’ or e1ght years. The
max imum 1ength of stay was 26 years and the m1n1mum, less than 1
year. This pattern c]ose1y approximates the" 1ncreas1ng number of

Koreans who-entered the United States each year s#nce 1950,

' especially since 1967, as reported by the United States Office
of Immigration and Naturalization Service. !
The immigrant's intra-ethnic oonmunication‘invo]vement was

~assessed by looking at the volume of. interpersonal re1ationshjp

within the Korean community. Thé immigrant's inter-ethnic communica-

tion 1nvo1vement was assessed by the vo1ume of. 1nterpersona1
relationship w1th White Americans, Black Amer1cans, and other ethn1c'
individuals excluding the above three groups. Upon ana1yz1ng

/the data, however, it .was found the most of the imm1grants inter-

ethnic communicat1on was w1th Whité Amer1cans Their interaction
with B1aék Americans and other ethnic~4nd1vidua1s was neg1?gib1e.
Therefore, in the subsequent ”na\ys1s of data, only the’ 1nterpersona1
communication with White Americans was cons1dered for the immigrant' s
1nter ethnic communicatjon invol¢ement.

The dnterpersona1 relationships with Koreans and White Americans

were further categorized to three levels of 1nt1macy-— casual

L4

acqua1ntances’ “friends W]th whom one meets in one another s

N

home, and close friends or confidants yith whom Ane can d1scuss

P




private and personal problems. Questionaire -items were worded in

such.a way that an 1mmigrent‘s tota],number‘of'acqua{ntances includes

the number of casual friends, which in ‘turn includes the ﬁuﬁber of ’

" dlose frienﬁs. The dnder1ying assumption was that the:number of -
1nte§petsona1 ke]atioeehips on the three levels of 1ntimacy indicates
both the qu&Tﬁty and the quant1ty of .the’ 1mm1grant s commun1cat106
exper1ences (See Lazarsfe]d & Merton, 1964, foﬁ a theoret1ca1 ' -
- rational for this assumpt1on) In add1t1on degree of participation \~T\
as a regular memef‘1n Amer1can and Korean organizations was measured
in order to assess the 1mm1grant s participation in fo?ﬁéi commun1cat1on
with their ethnic community as we11 as 1n the host sdciety_zftem 1-5
in the Appendix); !
) Varieb1e§;that vere examjned'in,this study in order to identify

some factors related to immigrants' .interpersonal communication -

activ%ties included: English competency, acculturation mdtivation,'

k“#nteraction potentia], educatzgn_ 1ength of time in the United States,’

?

fam11xﬁ1ncome _gg_ ;the time of 1mm1grat1on, and present age.

Among these background var1ab1es, Engl1§hcompetency, acculturation
mot1vat1on, and 1nterect1on potential were measured through composite-
item sca1es. To assess Eng1ish competency,.respondents ware' asked

- to est1mate their own speaking and understand1ng of Eng11sh (Item
6-9 in the Appendix). The 1mm1grant S sub3ect1ve eva1uat1on of
and ce;f1dence in his or her own EngJ1sh competency wa; cons1dered

T as 1nf1uent1a1 in commun1cat1on behaviors as the actual command of
the 1apguage (See- Se11t1z et al, 1963, p. 124 for a support1ve
argﬁment)., The average correlation coefficient (r) amgng the four

~
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_ AccuTturat1on mot1vat1on‘of the immigrants was measuréd by the

'-three questions concern1ng the1r level of 1nterest‘ul 1earn1ng the
culture of the American society, 1n ‘making friends w1th Americans,
and “in 1earn1ng the current 1ssues in the United States (Items 10-12
1n the Appendix) For the three 1tems, the averagé inter-item )

. corre]ation coefficient (r) was .38 and Cronbach's Alpha;-lsz The
relat1ve1y Tow corre1ations among the 1tems perhaps is due to the
difficulty of tapping the comp1ex psycholog1ca1 vapiable through_the

'three.simp1e'se1f—report questions‘..5 Nonetheless, the three items
wereiconeidered\tq provide a reasonable basis from which the immigrantds
accu1turation motivation,;or at least, the extent'to which accultura--

tion was cbnsidered socia11y desirable could be estimated..’

-

R

The term 1nteract1on potential means the degree of onportunity
for‘assoc1atT0n with members of, the host society provided by the

qmmigrant's everyday environment. In th1s study, the percentage of y

- Americans out of tota1 da11y>contacts of the 1mm1grant was «estimated

through two jtems: "Of all_the daily ‘conversations you have, vhat

\ ' e )
percentage is with Americans?" and "In your present occupation, what

4

- percentage‘of the people you ordinarily come in contact with is with

Amer4eans7" (Items 13 and 14 in the Appendix). The. two items
e R4 Y !

correlated with eacht otheir by r=.49, ¢.001, - o

h S

Kim 8

jtems was .69, and- the Cronbach's Alpha, .90.’ _ -
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~ RESULTS

ks
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The survey data were ana1yzee in terms:of‘(1) deve1bpmenta1

»

patterns- of the. 1mm1grant's intra-ethnic communicat1on and inter-

ethn1c communication and (2) variab1es 1n the 1mh1grant s background
_~characterist1cs that are re]ated to 1nd1v1dua1 d1fferences in communica- _
) tion patterns. The f1rst analysis was based on Cross- sect1ona1

compar1sons among six subgroups d1v1ded by the length of stay in the-

pnited States (See .Figure 1).& In-the second .analysis, such individual ~
-charaeterﬁstics as educatien, sex, age at.the time of immfgretign{

"English competence, accaﬂturation motivatjon, marital status and

e length of stay in the United States, were ana1yzed in relation -to

N the inter- ethn1c and intra-ethnic commun1cat1on 1nvo1vements NN

v

\

o

., ' o . Insert Figure 1 about here.
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' i[end An%1ysis L S ‘ -

N
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"Ideally, the trends 1n the immigrant's commun1cat1on patterns
. ) should be observenghrough t1me ser1es data that are co11ected
| repeated1y over the years In .the present study, however the jreﬁds

were traced only through, the cross-sectional cbmpEBjsonsras a-’,

reasonable approach to examine the general developmental patterns ‘. ‘%
of the(immigrant's"tommunication involvements. . -* . © ..
-~ .
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Results of the trend analysis are reported in the fnﬂow'ing .
sect1on in terms of (1) general\shape of deve1opmenta1 curves, (2)
's1gnif1cance of change over time determ1ned by ana1ysxs of variance

acrqss the six subgroups and (3) sign1ficance~of 11near1ty in the

curves, f.e., whether the change over the years 1s 11near or non-

\

. NS
.

\; ‘ . '

Casual Acquaintances: The volume of casual Aﬁerican acquaintances

4

(whom .one knows’ well énough to speak to when they‘meet)'steadi1y_

- increased QUring the first nine years and tends to reach a more or
less stabilized stage (See Figure é). The average number of'

A Amer1can\casua1 acquaintances was 48.9 across all six subgroups. The -

‘ number was on1y 10.6 within the first year, and 1ncreased up to

123.8 by the t1me the jmmigrants had lived in the host: soc1ety for seven
to nine years. After nine years, the vo1ume of an 1mm1grant s American
casual ngua1ntances.tended to decrease slightly. Throuhhout

the accu1turat1on process, the ~average number of ethnic acqua1ntances'

was considerably gredter than that of-American, indicating that

" the first-generation of Korean jmmigrants generally assocﬁate x\qh

. more with other Koreans than with Americang.

Casual Friends The trends in the vo1ume of Agerican casua1

~ friends (w1th whom one can.exchange 1nv1tat1on to each other's home)

g

LY

3
)

showed a somewhat different pattern frbm those'of casual acquaintances.
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In the case of casual acquaintances, both the number of American

and Korean acqua1ntances 1ncreased side by s1de during the f1rs ' 7

[
L

nige years in the host soc1ety On the other hand the number of .

an 1m@jg‘ant s casual friends within the ethn:c community 1ncreased
qn]y up to the first five years, after which it decreased. Instead,
g the number of‘American friends continued to increase sthroughout
, *» the’years, although after nine years, the trend seemed to stabibize. -~
The composition of an inmigrant's friendship circle, therefore:'
was gradua]]y‘suppianced by that of Americans. The%ratio be;ween
| o " the Korean and American.friends during the'first,three years was
\ ",' \ 11.9 1. The ratio decreased to 2.4 : 1 after nine years (See
\ ‘ .' Figure 3). . o j . :
b . : o :
. \ ' C e ;““”"””T """" ;“"";"T - .

Insert Figure 3 about here.

. . w
Intimate Fr1ends Such a pattern of chahge in the immigrant's

" friendship c1rc1e (from ethn1c homogeniety to a mixture of Korean

‘ ' and American friends) becomes even more salient when one exam1nes the .
trends in intimate friendship only (See Figure 4)ﬂ During the

| first year, the average immigrant had 4.6 ethnicjintimate friendsfand
only .3 American intimate fniends. These numbers stdadily increased

“ up to seven to nine years; after the nine.years, however; the number
of intimate friends concinues to grow. At this point, the average .

immigrant had an a1mdst'equa1 nuﬁgeriof ethnic-and Americar friends

* within the intimate friendship circle.
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0rgan1zat1ona1 Membersh1p Overall, the Korean immigrants

part1c1pate more act1ve1y 1n Korean organ1zat1ons than in Amer1can

organizations. 65% of the - respondents befgnged to one or two Korean-

1%
v

organizations and éO% to nore than three. Only 1%% oig~not_have any)
~membership in Korean organizations, .On'the other hand, 55% of the
immigrants did not beiong #0 any American organization.

Trends in the\imnig;ant's orﬁanizationa] participation
demonstrate a pattern closely correspondlng to those of the vo]ume
of casual acquaintances, i. €2 general 11near increase over the
years. An 1mm1grant becomes more \ctive in organizational activities

~ both in the host society and in the ethnic’community. Th1s f1nd1ng
| suggestin close re]ationsh1p-betw n the two types of commun1cat1on P
invo]ve?;nt -- casua1 acqua1nta es and organ1zat1bna1 membersh1p

The volume of casua] acqualnt ces (both Koreans and Amer1cans) tends

.
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Figure(4): Trends in Volume of American and Koreaﬁ Intimate Friends
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Correlational Ana]ysis
[} 13 ! N

v In addition to the trend analysis, é*fur?her attempt was made to
explore the irterrelationship between intra:ethnic‘commUnication and”
inter-ethnic communication on the four levels of communication relationship --

casual -acquaintances, friends, intimate friends, and organizational

member:shi;;$ BBased on all 281 respondenfs,iﬁhe Pearson correlation ‘ )
goefficienis (r) were computed as repofted in Table 1. °
-~ . N
' - Insert Table 1 about here. ‘,/
-------------- g e B8 8 00 2 0 e S o e P
\

( &\ The results show that the relationship between intra-ethnic and

. [} . .
nter-ethnicqcommunication is stronger on same level of communication
» N 2 ”

Ait

' %eiationship than.on different levels: For example,” the. correlation
between the number of Korean casual gcqua}ntances (including casual qu
close friends) and the num?er of American organiza%jona] memberghip. In
genérai, itfis.dbsgéved that an immig;ant who i; higher in invo1vemqnt

) ‘in iﬂterpersona] fe1ation§hips within the ethnic community tends t8 be

higher in partibipation in'interpersona1 communication in the host society.

A}

The next-analysis was to identify factors that were related to
differential involvement of the immigranté in intra-ethnic and inter-ethnic

“'ommun{é&tion. Correlation coefficients (r) were“compufed for the degree

¢

: relationships betweeﬂ the immigrant's individual backg?ound charac-

teristics and the degree of communication involvements on thiee levels
. , d

of inierpersona1 re1atiopship and organizatingl activities (See Table 2). ’
;-

1
.
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v Table (1): Correlation (r) between IntersEthnic and
Intra-Ethnic Communication ¥ariables -,
—— h hd .‘\Q",
*— : — X
) Korean Korean Korean Korean
B Acq.. Frnd. 4j¥1nt.Frnd. Org. -
+ -
American . \ SR =
Acq. .61 . - .54 .46 .21
American . s ~—
Frnd. .43 . .56+ 86 a7 ,
American * a
Int.Frnd. .26 746+ .28 ' .08
American . ) K
Org. .25 w27 Co.24 . 31
# S
éb] correlation coefficients are s;gn1f1cant at-the

01 level except the ones marked by *.
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NN Earlier in the time-trend analysis, it was neported that the
'1mm1g:;nt s 1nter-ethn1c as well as intfa-ethnic communicat1on generally 3

‘ increased over years 1n 11ne$k\patterns. ef]ect1ng such trends, all of
the eight communication var1ab1es, part1cu1ar1y the tota] acqua1ntances
and_grganlzat1onaﬂ membership in:both Korean and the American soc1ety,
we;e p051t1ve1y related to the 1ength of stay in the United States.

A]so positive re]at1onsh1ps were observed between Engl4 sh
fh competency and the 1nv01vement 1n American as we]] as Korean organizat1ons,
and in 1nterpersona1 relationships with Amemcans o all three levels

of intimacy. Accu]turation~motivation wa§¥significantly related to an

’ ﬁj‘ immigrant's participation in the three levels of inter-ethnic communi-
cation in the host society and the organizational membership in both

ethnic and the host society. The interaction potential’of the immigrants

-
<

was' significantly related to the involvement in American organizations °

and interpersonal relationships with, Americans, but not to intra-ethnic

cormunication activities. -— ) ( .

An jmmigrant's educational background was significant]y related

to inter-ethnic and intra-ethnic communicatidn, in terms of the numberjof

total acquaintances and organizational membership. The higher/gn

x [P
- W e
]

immigrant's educational* Tevel, the g;eater was the involvement in the
B he , *
ethnic community and in the host society. Immigrants with higher levels

¢ * - . . . . 4 . . . .
of income were found to be more active in'theiyp participation in the

¢
f)h
{

H

¢
4
{
¥
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: Table (2):' Correlation (r) between Inter-ethnic and Intra-ethnic #
.0 - Communication arid Background Characteristics -« "* 5
; C—
, , y — -
Background K. K. ~ K.Int. . K * A. A. - Allnt. A
Characteristics ' Acq. Frnd.  Frnd. Org.. . Acq. * Frnd. - Frnd. Org.

. English : o . -

. Comﬂgtency 149 . 145* .07 L32%%kT P Qkkk J2B¥*k  QQkkk . BR¥kk
Accul turation - ' S ' , ' , )
Motivation b W11 .05 05 . -.03 .16% 21%* L20%* . 18%**
Interaction S C = ]

Potentinl ’ -.03 -.02 01 -.04 L 3]Fxk SgEkx Jerrk A0k
Educational . - ) - '
Background L13%* JA3¥* 07 L 14%* o Q0% ** L16%% 11k Y el
# of Years s ‘ .
in U.S. . 28%* B LLE p13§ .20%* . 33k J3/EIE Jorkk 42k
Family _ o . .
Income A3~ . 14%* J1B¥E 2 kkk ! WA LL L L25%KK 4%k 2EFRE o
Age at ' , ) o
Immigration .08 -.02 06 .05 700 .03 04 .02
Present ’ .o T '
Age J16%* 16%* JA3% 0 [ 23kk% L13% 1% Dok BVLLE
* Corrq%at1on coefficients significant at the .05 level , .
** Correlation coefficients significant at the .01 level . .
*** Correlation coefficients significant qﬁ&}he .001 level

: Lz‘u{.tx
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host society, and in the ethnic community toa lesser degree.

.Those who were older were more active in the1r/1ntra eﬂhn1c comunication ~

than those who were younger. Age et the time of immigration was not
s1gn1f1cant1y related to any of the eight oommunication~variebdes;”

0n the other hand, .the respondent s age at the time df. survey was
pos1t1ve1y reldted to all of the comnun1cat1on variables,. Jt is probab]y g
due to the fact that most of the respondents camg to the United States‘
when they wére over 20 years.o1d that the age difference:(at the time ‘

of immigration) was not found to be a crucial factor in relation to

communication‘be%aviors ft is further speculated that the significance

of age a\v;he time of 1mm1grat1on can b& observed in whether 1mm1gration

pet
occurs before or after‘“he S ear1y childhood.

Finally,. each of the eight 1nter-ethn1g and intra-ethnic

communication variables were examined in relation to the immigrant's N

feeling of satisfaction in 1iving in the United States (See Table 3).

- o " o o o 0 o o o O O o &,& - - 1
g : .

Insert Table 3 about. here.
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It was shown‘that'an immigrant's satisfactfon level is more closely :

:re1ated to part1c1pat1on in inter-ethnic commun1cat1on than in the intra- .

ethn1c communication. A]though the Korean community may pﬂ@vide important

social and psychplogical funct1ons, the immigrant's fee11ng of happiness . ¢

k (expressed in* the Tevel of satisfaction) seems to come more from socialy

{ o G . - f
participation in the American societ%? -

‘ . v P
¢
-

20 . :
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Table (3): Correlation (r) Between Satisfaction Level N N
and Communication Variables A
- 4

Communication Variables {r)

# of American Acquaintances .35 FEkx

# of American Casual Friends .39 FA*

# of American Intimate Friends 032 Fkk

# of American Organizations 25 Fxx \

# of Korean Acquaintances 15 **

# of Korean Casual Friends J6 R

# of Korean Intimate Ftiends .06 .

# of Korean Organizations .10 * ‘:

* Correlation coefficients significant at the .05 level .
** Correlation coefficients significant-at the .01 level
**x Correlation coefficients significant at the .001 Tevel

’ \
\\. ‘ -
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LI

gl




" ' - SV - Kim 24

BISCUSSION

-

.

. The present: study has analyzed the intra-ethnfc‘and“?nter-ethnjp “w-
communication patterns of foreign immigrants throyéh four levels of

communication relationship -- total volume of acquaintances, casual

+ ¢ friends, intimate friends, and organizational membe}ship. The major ~
.- i -

, findings from the data analysis are summarizeﬁ'béIOW. .
~ 1. Throughout~the years, immigraﬁts' inierpersbna] interaction
and organizational nvolvement within theletﬁpic community
is Stronger than in the host society.
N . 2. The volume of the immigrant's American acquaintances (inc]udiné

casual and intimate friends) as well as participation in

* L3 L3 L3 L3 ~
American organizations increase through time. The same
~ ! - - N

LY
» pattern . of linear increase is observed in the number of
- v

. ‘ethnic acquaintances and organizational membership.

<
I ®-

3. The volume of the immigrant's casual friends -- both Americans
and Koreans -- increases during the first nine years, after

which association with ethnic friends decreases. Friendship

~

composition is relatively ethnic and homogenous during the
initial yearS'and becomes more heterogenous-through time.

This trend-is moré-clearIy observed in the. itmigrant's intimate

*
- P

. friendship circle.
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4, Immigrants with greqter involvement in the host
communication channels tepd to be also active in
thei} owncethnic com?udﬁiy. This tendency is‘stronger )
in tsta1-vo1ume of acquaintances anh organizatjona]

membership, and less in intimate friendship patterns.

5. Older inmigrantSrtend'to partic?ﬁate in inter-ethnic
communication\1ess than youﬁger'impigranis. English. .
competency, educafiona}\background, and number of
years in the United States are ﬁositjve1y related to
the-immigraﬁk's intra-ethnic communicat{on, but not

to the\intimate friendship with Koreans.

6. An immigrant's fee1ing of satisfaétion in living,
in the host soc1ety is more closely related to
part1c1pat1on in inter-ethnic communication W1th members
of the host society than to intra-ethnic communication.

L, -
\

The results of thls exploratory study add some new»fnsights into

‘the immigrants® ‘inter-ethnic and intra-ethnic comwun1cat1on patterns in the

\
process of acculturatién. F1rst the observed increase in part1c1pat1on

in both Amer1can and Korean organ1zat1ons and in the'dvera11 vo1ume of

1nterpersona1 relationship W1th Amer1cans and Koreans reflect the

.

* "structuraﬂ p1ura11sm" (Marden & Meyer, 1968), i.e., ethn1c 1nd1v1dua1s \

mgantain their active membersh1p in both ‘host society and the1r own ethnic

‘community.’

This finding is contrary to the basic assumption in previous

¢
* v
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'stud1es, i. e., intra-ethnic commun1cat1on deters part1c1pat1on 1n
1nter-ethn1c commun1cat1on in.the host society (Lazerw1tz, 153#;
Broom & Kitsuse, 1955; Shibutani & Kwan, 1965).

A}

Secdnd1y, while the present data demonstrate the simultaneous '

~

involvement of immigrants fnzboth ethnic and host ‘society, the
ebserved changé in the iﬁmigrent's‘casua1 and 1nti@ete friendship §
circle (from an ethnic and homogenous-one to a mixed and heterogenous
one) suggests that the reference role of the ethnic 1nd1v1dua1s

is 1ntens1f1ed during the 1n1t1a1 per1od of accu1turat1on because

of the ab§ence of other meaaingfu1 groups to which they can refer
for information, adv1ce and affect1on Nith the passage of time,

~however the immigrant comes into repeated and prolonged contact with

the natives; “such nonkin individuals beceme incorporated into the

jmmigrant's communication interaction and frame of reference in
'- . ¢

more and more meaningful ways.

The aéo;e difference between the results inlpresent study and
the previous studies may be, ét least in pért, due to the social and b
bo]iticallchange in recent years toward greater'independence and
preservation of,ethqic?ty among minority groups.’ It is also suggested
that the previous assbmption.Yegarding'the eature and tunction ef .
intra-ethnic comggﬂiggtion needs to be re-examined .and that, {p
future studies, the immigrant®s communication patterns should be
c1ose1y analyzed by different}atjng levels of intimacy in interpersonal
relationship. . '

\.

\
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" ‘ j Thirdly, as the present data indicate, active and effective
communicétion with members of “the host society seems‘to provide
. o a greateér sense o% satisfaction to the i@migr%axs'than copmuni-
cation within the ethnic community. It s inferred that even
thougﬁ intraaefhnic communication can be an %mportant source of '
“an immitgrant's cu]tura] idéntity, especially at the ea;ly stage
lof accultyration, active participation in the hé”z soc1ety can
‘be v1ta1 for a sense of 1mportance and worth 1n the long. run, .2
\ One can further specu]ate that the key-to the immigrant's
successful acculturation (as ref]ecped jn,the immigrant's feel-

ing of adequacy‘in the host society) may be more in the level

of participation in' the host communication channels than in the

- ~

level of ethnic involvement. - . \\\\\
Finally, a feQ shortcomings of the présent study need to \
v be idéntified. The data was collected from only one particular
ethnic group=- the Koreqn Eommunity in Ege Fhicago area. It
. is likely that the spécific patterns of changgg\ig communication,
% the timk-length involved in such.deve1opments, apd\ the strength

/

_— of -relationships among variables of acculturation-communication

4
\ ” .

/.

will vary from one ethnic group to another and for different
situations of acculturation. . Size of an ethnic community, co-
hesiveness among members o%_the community, the degreé”of com=

patibility of originé1'cu1tur5] norms and values-with thpse of ' N
. the host cu]turé, may all contribute to an ethnic individual’s
— ’ Y - " '
inter-ethnic and intra-ethnic communication patterns.
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.further verified eqd will gain greater application for a wider

.
.
N . .
- d I3

~

Also, as noted earlier) the data in~the present ana1y51s

.were collected on]y at one point in time, and the deve]opmenta]

trends in the 1mm1grant s eommug1cat10n can be more accurately
answered througﬁ'tiﬁe-series observations ot the samesindiridua1s )
over an ertended perjgg of'time. Through time-series deta, it

1s poss1b1e to trace the deve10pment of the immigrant's communi-

cat1on patterns more rea11st1ca11y Thfpugh rep11cattons among

different ethnic groups, the f1nd1ngs in the present-study can be

\

range of population. A1so{ sources of variations in the communi-
cation patterns and changes among difterent ethnic groups-and
individuals can be identified. ) .
Further, we need to study more closely the cofimundcation
network system w1th1n ethnic commun1t1es and across ethnic

boundaries, as well as the process by which information from the

: host society is trandmitted to ‘ethnic individuals and vice

versa. .Through such analyses, we can identify those individuals
who play the role of "gate-keepers," "opinien 1eaders;" "cu]tura]

o

m1dd1emen,“ or. “11a1son individuals," =~ who are in an advanta- -
geous pos1t1on to fac111tate effect1ve accu]turat1on for new
immigrants.

A11 in all, this study offers only a‘starting point from
vhich more research questions are generated. A great deal of

attention needs to be paid to the communication processes of

foreign immigrants: Communication researchers can play a vital

4
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; role in promoting more effective communication and understanding

?.: between ethnic communities and the host society, by providing
; scientific insights into the underlying processes of communica-
4 : tion:
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FOOTNOTES

This article is based on part of dissertation research at Noréb-
western University.(1976). The term, ccu1turation; is ‘defined
" .:.the changes {n individuals| whose primary 1ea;ning has
been in one culture and who take over trait; from another ;u1ture"

(Marden & Meyer, 1968, p.35). - B ' B e

.- Also, see Pool (1965) for an exxéiﬁﬂve summary of studies of

foreign students and v1s1tors and Nagata (1969) for stud1es of

-

fore1gn immigrants and American Ind1ans

’
¢ ‘ “

By "natural" process, I mean.the process of change§ in immigrants

without systematic institutional arrangemeﬁis to either promote’
‘ 4

or retard the process of accu1t5ra[t1’on.

-

The average number of Black acquaintances wés 7.6, Black.casual
friends, 0.6, and Black intimate friends, 0.3; the average number of
other ethnic acquaintances was 14.6, other ethnic caBual friends,
1.3, and other ethnic intimate friends, 0.4. ~

)
Distribution of responses on the four-point scales ("little,"

"a little," "somewhat," "a ]ot") shows a skewness toward higher

1eve1s of mot1vation, wh1ch suggests that an artifact” of soc1a1

desirability” might have b1ased the responses ‘

34 e




B

e, or non-lipear trends. In formal term$, it allows one te test

1 -\ 1)

6. The test of 1inear1t§ (dr "1inear trend test")=a116ws‘one to.
find out whether the changevin each of the variables shows 1iﬁear
the hypothesis that the coefficients of -the non-linear terms of
the general stétistica] prediction model are all Fqua1 to zero;

 Thus, if the statistical significance 1§ve1 is close to .05 level
or zero; the test result indicates that the change trend {s
non-linear; the farther aQay from zero the cqefficien; is, the

stronger the degree to which the trend follows linear (See

Statistica1&Péckagg_for the Social Science, 1976, pp. 260-61).

*e
'.
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APPENDIX: SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE ITEMS .

How‘many Americans,. Koreans and other ethnic individuals do you

know well enough to talk with when you happen to meet them?

- Hhite-Americans / persons
Black-Americans / (persons
-Others - (persons)

Koreans — el gpersbnsg

About how‘mqny of these peoﬁie (in Item 1) would you say are close
enough friends so that.you meet in one another's homes?

Koreans - - (persons)
White-Americans (persons) i
Black-Americans (persons)
Others | (persons)

P

About how many of these people (in Item 2) would you say are so
close that you can discuss your private and personal problems?

Koreans  ° ' (persans)

. White-Americans (persons)
r~ Black-Americans (persons)
Others * . o ’ (pergons)

How many Korean organizations (e.g., Korean church, alumni
association, professional association, Korean Association of
Chicago, leisure club, etc.) do-you currently belong to as a
regular member (check one)? ‘ .

(1) None .- - ¢
2) 1 -2

3)3-4

4) 5 or more

7
¢ il

- How many American organizations (e.g., American church, PTA,

professional association, etc.) do you currently belong to as
a regular member (check on3)? .

(1) None -
2)1-2 " -
(3) 3-4 ¥

(4) 5 or more L v

4

- ' ~
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Q.

“~

-

' . 6. How much difficulty do Americans seem t& have in understénding
your English? , .

¥

| . (lg understand 100%
. — 2 -understand mostly ‘
3; understand only 50% :
4 understand™a little
5) dg not understand anything

. X

7;.How much  do you hesitate to talk to Americans or to ask-them

v - “questions because you think you may not bé understood?
(1) frequently ' v,
L (2) T sometimes/often . i
§3) ~____once in a while .
. 4) seldom

‘8. In your own opinion,.how well do you speak English compared with

+ most Americans?  _
- , (1) very much wefse
~ (2) somewhat viorse & 7
‘*’ - _ 23; only a 1ittle wvorse . P
v 4 as good as most Americans el
—— 9. Do you have any difficulty in uﬁderstanding Americans, when they ,q
speak? , . :
) ‘ . Ry ¢ o
gl) understand perfectly ' .
B "(2) understand mostly :
3 understand only 50%
- 4 great deal of difficulty in understanding
. 5). cannot understand anything
10. How much are you interested in learning and understanding the
‘ ways American people act and think? i )
(1) very much, would like to try my best
(2) - somewhat, would -learn if chances are given
: (3) a 1ittle, would learn if’chances are given
. - (4) not at all, there is no need to learn because
- — ‘ I can 1ive in Korean ways
o -

o " e
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11. How much are you interested in making friends with Amerjcan people?

. - ’ @

©

(1) very much interested ~
(2) somewhat interested -
23% ) a little interested

4 no interest

A

12, How much are you interestéd in knowing the current po1itica1; economic,
and social issues of the.United States? . .

(1; very much interested
(2 somewhat interested
(3) - a little interested.
“(4) no interest

’

13. Of all the daily conversations you have, what percentage Js with
Americans?

&1) more than 75%
2) 50-75%
(
(

3) 25-50% R
4) -~ less than 25% %

i

14. In your present occupation, what percentabe of the people you ordinarily
come in contact with is with Americans? .

-

D

1) gnore than 75%. )
&z) —=0075% ~
§3 T 25-507
4) 3. less than 25%
(5) —. 1 do not work.

-

15, Speaking in general, how much are wyou satisfied with your present
- life 12 the United States? Bt '

(1) very much satisfied .
(2) somewhat satisfied
(3) 7 ¢ a little-satisfied

" (4) not satisfied at all -

s




